Unique Selling Points
What makes Hervey Bay Whale Watching unique?

The world’s first Whale Heritage Site

• Hervey Bay is the only place on the Australian east coast
where humpback whales break their annual migration
as they travel 10,000 km from the feeding grounds in
the Antarctic to the breeding grounds in the tropics in
Australia’s far north and back again. This is the longest
mammal migration on earth.
• Twenty years of scientific study has determined that
humpback whales and their calves spend up to two weeks
in the warm, shallow waters of Hervey Bay in the lee of
World Heritage Listed K’gari Fraser Island, socialising,
playing and training their young.
• Hervey Bay, within the Great Sandy Marine Park, has
become the humpback’s “whale nursery” and a significant
contributor to the recovery of the eastern humpback whale
population.
• Whale behaviour in Hervey Bay is exemplified by relaxed
playfulness and engagement with humans (watching from
boats) which is at a level seldom experienced in other
parts of the world.
• Hervey Bay was the first region in Australia to offer a
commercial whale watching experience from boats more
than 30 years ago in 1987. Today, about 60,000 people
each year board vessels in Urangan Harbour to take whale
watching tours.
• The Hervey Bay Whale Fleet plays a major role in
protecting the whales’ environment by working with
scientists, conservationists and all levels of government to
maintain sustainable whale watching practices, respectful
of the migrating cetaceans.
• The Heritage Site also hosts various other cetaceans,
including the endangered Australian humpback dolphin,
bottlenose dolphins, minke whales, false killer whales and
Southern Right Whales.
• The WHS is within the Great Sandy Biosphere. This area
is recognised worldwide as in the same class as the
Galapagos Islands, Central Amazon, the Everglades
and Uluru.

Want to learn more?
visitfrasercoast.com/whales-hervey-bay/
herveybaywhalefestival.com.au
worldcetaceanalliance.org
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• The London-based Alliance is the world’s largest
marine conservation partnership, working across
38 countries with 106 partners across the fields of
science and research, education and conservation,
community engagement and the arts and responsible
wild whale and dolphin watching eco-tourism
operators.
• WCA partners include businesses, individuals, NGOs,
performers, lawyers, artists, (just to name a few)
working across the world on a united mission to
protect our oceans and the communities that rely
on them.
• Sites must show active engagement with marine life
by their communities and tourists through art, music,
science, education and celebratory events, while at
the same time recognising the culture and heritage
surrounding cetaceans in the local habitat.
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• One of 13 Queensland Regional Tourism
Organisations, Fraser Coast Tourism & Events led the
case for WHS recognition, with the support of local
whale watching operators and researchers.
• Bluff in Durban, South Africa has also become an
accredited Whale Heritage Site.
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Background to WHS Accreditation
• World Heritage Site (WHS) accreditation for whale
watching destinations was initiated by the World
Cetacean Alliance (WCA) in 2016 to recognise the
best global destinations for responsible whale and
dolphin watching.
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DISCLAIMER: Maps are for illustrative purposes only. © 2022 Fraser Coast Tourism & Events

Hervey Bay on Queensland’s Fraser Coast,
three hours’ drive north of Brisbane and a
90-minute direct flight from Sydney, was
announced as the world’s first Whale Heritage
Site on 12 October 2019, declared by the World
Cetacean Alliance (WCA) at its international
conference in Hervey Bay.
Accreditation by the WCA recognises the best
global destinations for responsible whale and
dolphin watching.
Hervey Bay has proven itself to be the premier
destination for responsible whale and dolphin
watching on Australia’s east coast and offers
outstanding opportunities for encounters with
these majestic creatures.

